EDDC Senior Engineer’s Report on Farmers, fields & Land Drainage etc June 2011:
Good morning everyone.

 

Following the Service Delivery and Performance Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 9 March 2011, I have been asked to circulate a copy of my report on Farmers, fields & Land Drainage, an extract of the minutes of that meeting (see below) and Drainage Guidance Notes for Riparian Owners for your information.

 

36           Farmers, Fields and Land Drainage Report 

          The Chairman welcomed the District Councillors and partner agencies involved in flood issues to the meeting.

 

                Keith Steel, Senior Engineer, presented his report to the Committee outlining the current working relationship between Councils and other agencies in handling land drainage issues; and the implications of The Pitt Review and the Flood and Water Management Act 2000 to the District Council.

 

Darran Queenan, Team Manager for Flood Risk Management of Devon County Council, outlined the current work by the County.  Devon County Council, under the FWMA 2000, held responsibility as the lead Local Flood Authority.  The Lead Local Flood Authority is responsible for facilitating and giving a lead in direction of resolving water issues, covering surface, ground and water course; the District Council retained the power to deal with land drainage; and the Environment Agency retained responsibility for main rivers, critical ordinary watercourses and coastal issues.  The County Council were in the process of compiling a flood risk assessment, working with all District Engineers to complete a county-wide picture.  The next step was to produce a local strategy, being presented to the County on 6 June 2011.  Sustainable drainage systems still had no clear responsible authority and advice on this is awaited from Government following consultation by Defra.

 

Members debated the need to have clear guidance on who was responsible for what type of water issue, especially for local towns and parishes to be both aware of the changes from the FWMA and having the correct contacts if problems arise.

 

Graham Brown, Deputy Leader and Portfolio Holder for Environment, spoke about the excellent working relationship built from the East Devon Flood Recovery Group. He also reminded Members of the horror of the flooding episode at Feniton and the ongoing remedial work to drainage systems in that area.  He welcomed raising the awareness of the topic, adding that a self-help mentality needed to be promoted.  He also informed Members of the benefits of sub-soiling on farming land that leads to a reduction from 90% water run-off down to less than 5% after treatment.

 

Members also discussed the need to raise awareness of the real cost of implementing some of the recommendations from the Pitt Review as these were predicted to be considerably higher than the budgeted sums for all of the authorities and agencies involved in alleviating flood issues and flood prevention.  Members asked that the Highways service be mindful to clear culverts when undertaking road repairs.

 

	RESOLVED 
	(1)
	that the report to the Service Delivery and Performance Overview and Scrutiny Committee on Farmers, Fields and Land Drainage Report be circulated to all Town and Parish Clerks; 

	 
	(2)
	that consideration be given by the new Council in May to forming a Task and Finish Forum to keep a watching brief on flood and drainage issues, particularly on partnership working between authorities and agencies, under the Overview and Scrutiny arrangements.


 

Kind regards

 

 

Keith Steel

Senior Engineer (Technical)

East Devon District Council

Tel: 01395 516551 

DD: 01395 571618

Mobile: 07734 568972

 

E-mail: ksteel@eastdevon.gov.uk

Web: www.eastdevon.gov.uk

