Minutes of the Meeting of ALL SAINTS PARISH COUNCIL

held on Wednesday 8th September 2010 in the Village Hall 
PRESENT:
Mrs R Brickill, (Chairman) Mr A. Storey (Vice-Chairman) Mrs D Bale, Mr K Jenner, Mrs J Verplancke (councillors), Mrs S Barnard (Clerk),  Councillor A Moulding, PCSO A Jones.
APOLOGIES
Mrs L Dibble (Footpath Warden), Councillor P Diviani 
The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES:
The Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting held on Wednesday 7th July 2010 had previously been circulated to the councillors.  Mrs Bale proposed and Mr Storey seconded the motion that the minutes be approved. They were then duly signed by the Chairman, Mrs Brickill.

MATTERS ARISING:  Mourino – The house is now sublet and has been registered with Ofsted as a ‘care-home’ catering for disabled children.  The property has only been granted a licence for a school and if it is now to be used as a residential home a change of use application must be made.  The clerk written to the Planning Enforcement Dept stating that the Parish Council request the property revert to single family occupancy status only.  No response has been received to date.  The clerk was instructed to follow this up.
POLICE MATTERS:    PCSO Ms A. Jones stated that there were no crimes to report for the Parish of All Saints.  Chardstock had suffered two crimes and PCSO Jones reminded us all to be vigilant stating that the police had apprehended suspect following a member of the public reporting the registration number of a car acting in suspicious circumstances.  Once again we were urged to keep a record of all serial numbers of items both in the garden and home and to etch our post codes onto this equipment where possible.

Open Forum for Parishioner’s Questions - A parishioner, once again, brought up the matter of the gas van being parked in the ‘dip’ in School Lane.  Research had been carried out regarding the previously mentioned Road Traffic Act (1988) Section 22 which reads as follows:


‘Leaving vehicles in dangerous positions – I a person in charge of a vehicle causes or permits the vehicle or a trailer drawn by it to remain at rest on a road in such a position or in such a condition or in such circumstances as to be likely to cause danger to other persons using the road, he is guilty of an offence‘.  The clerk was instructed to write to the owner of the gas van notifying him that he is in contravention of this Act and giving him 28 days to respond stating that Mrs Brickill would be happy to speak or meet with him to discuss this matter further.
Footpaths
The Parish Voluntary Footpath Warden, Mrs Libby Dibble, sent her apologies together with the following report: Mr R Hunt has been appointed to carry out some of the much needed work.


Bridleway 38 has been cut and will be cut again.

Footpath 44 – Some cutting was needed and has been carried out.


Footpath 61 (by the side of Forbuoys).  A problem has occurred along this path as it would appear that soil etc., has fallen onto the path from the bank at Ridgeway Inn’s car park.  This has been inspected and will be cleared in improve drainage.  The clerk was instructed to write to Mr Baulch stating that work to the footpath is imminent and would he please ensure the bank is stable.
   .
Neighbourhood Watch  There, fortunately, is very little to report all seems to be quiet.  Parishioners were again reminded to be vigilant and to maintain security at all times.  The etching pens are still available.  Please give serious thought to marking your property as it does greatly help the police when trying to solve crimes.  Pens are available from your co-ordinator, Mrs L Dibble.
Website
Mr Jenner, our voluntary temporary web master continues to post suitable material onto the website as and when requested to do so.  Please do ask for your most recent  items to be published.  He will be only too pleased to do this.  

The website ‘hosting/domain’ has now been renewed for the following year.  Clerk looked into renewing for several years as this could prove to be more economic but was informed that this need not apply to our type of contract.

Lengthsman
The stretch of gulley from All Saints cross to main A358 has become completely buried over time this thought to be mainly due to the overgrown state of the hedges.  The clerk was instructed to write to the owners of the land to request the hedges are trimmed right back thus enabling the lengthsman to carry out his work properly.  
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The clerk was instructed to write to Highways Dept.,  re Waggs Plot requesting that one side of the verge be cut along the whole length as a matter of safety.  Pedestrians and , in particular, children walking to and from school cannot, at the moment, use the overgrown verge to avoid passing traffic.  

No further requests were received.

Hedges
The hedge/verge cutting has been carried out very satisfactorily by Mr Hoare. The clerk was instructed to request the account as one had not been received to date. 

Highways 
Several banks and ditches within the parish require attention and this has been brought to the attention of the Highways Department.  Work to the junction of Goldsmith Lane/A358 has now been carried out.


Several road closures, to allow for essential works to be carried out, are to take place over the next few months.  Details of these can be found on the parish notice-boards and the parish website – www.aspc.org.uk 
A map showing the believed positions of grit bins within the parish has been received.  This will now be checked both for their presence and suitability of positioning.   Once this has been carried out additional bins may be ordered or the re-positioning of existing bins may be requested.  Councillors agreed to purchase an additional bin for Waggs Plot to be sited within the vicinity of the telephone box.  Once this audit has been carried out all bins will be marked in the correct location and the map will be laminated for durability.  The winter road maintenance regime has been received and it covered separately.
.

Planning: 
1]   Decisions by EDDC – Application No 10/1412/TRE  -  Split decision by EDDC.  Some work to be permitted – some work refused.  A full detailed report is be copied to each Councillors so that they can ensure these conditions arte adhered to.


Application No 10/1514/FUL – Land adjacent Porchfield, Smallridge – Construction of new dwelling and access (revised design 09/0773) - PENDING

Application No 10/1550/FUL – Shaw, The White Cottage, Churchill – replacement garage - PENDING 
Application No 09/1644/FUL – Dyer – Land adjacent to Ballard Down, Smallridge – Construction of new dwelling – PENDING

2]  No retrospective planning applications received.

3]  Gas Van parking covered elsewhere.

4]  Light pollution/sheds at Ridgeway Inn, Smallridge – The Planning Enforcement Officer has written to Mr Baulch stating that he is contravening planning regulations and can either remove the shipping container from site or apply for retrospective planning.  The letter was dated 4th August 2010 stating

 Mr Baulch had fourteen days to respond.  No movement has taken place on site to date so the Chairman will now contact the enforcement office to see what action is being taken.  

No mention was made regarding the ‘light pollution’ and so this 

will be taken up again as a separate issue.

5]  New houses at Waggs Plot – progressing well with very little disruption to existing residents.

     The anticipated completion date has been set at 28/11/2010 and these houses will soon be allocated.

     The Parish Council have work hard to ensue parishioners be included in this selection.  

6]  B.T. box at Waggs Plot is due for a re-vamp which will take place over the next few weeks.  

      It is already being used for parish notices.
Finance
A] The clerk submitted the financial report which had been circulated to all Councillors and now     appended to these minutes
B]  All items considered for payment are itemised in the above report and unanimously approved for payment by Councillors.
C]  It was proposed by Mrs Brickill and seconded by Mr Storey that £500.00 be paid by way of donation to the Village Hall and that £50.00 donation be made towards the school leavers’ bibles.  The motions were passed unanimously. 
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Mobile Library Service – The new schedules were studied and noted.  The Parish Council accept that it was uneconomical to request stops within the Parish when only one parishioner was being served and as a result the clerk was instructed to complete the survey supplied requesting that additional time be given to the one remaining stop at the Cricket Pavilion suggesting that it be extended from 20 minutes to 35 minutes.

Winter Service on Devon’s Highways:  EDDC have submitted a map detailing the roads that are to be salted during this coming winter.  The A358 will be maintained at all times.  Smallridge Lane through the village will be salted as and when salt is available together with the top half of School Lane (from Smallridge Lane to school).  No other roads will be salted.  With this in mind the Parish Council are undertaking an audit of grit bins/problem areas  and will report back at next meeting. 
Village Design and Statement:  Following Mrs Brickill’s request that the Councillors consider this carefully drawing their attention to the Housing Survey needs within the Parish in context with the Village Plan in so much as the survey showed a need for 4 bungalows but the plan states no bungalows to be built.  
Members of the original committee were contacted and together with Councillors they discussed their views on the future planning and these have now been collated and submitted as follows:

Housing:
A need for family housing and down-sizing has been recognised.  More private building supplying a mixture of appropriate dwellings is desirable together with the conversion of redundant buildings but at least 50% of these must be for rent.  There are potential sites within certain areas of the parish which could be considered for eventual building .

Light Industry:
This is to be encouraged to provide ‘local’ employment.  There are 16-80 redundant farm buildings within the parish all with great potential.  Stables desirable but not within private/residential areas.  Home working and website based business were thought to be desirable but could compound traffic problems within their vicinities.  The need for a much improved internet service is urgent.


Community:
Some form of ‘Community Help Service was needed perhaps complimenting Axminster Care Service. A wider use of Village Hall for social purposes engendering social/neighbourhood relationships.  Encourage help to provide support for the Village Hall as this is becoming more essential for village activities.


Playground and Sports Facilities:
      Identified in 2003/2005 statement and still an important issue.


Transport:
A great need to pursue some kind of transport system.  Perhaps school buses could be used to transport villagers to doctor’s appointments etc.


All the above were read out by the Chairman at this meeting.  Councillors made no comments.


The clerk was instructed to submit these changes to the Strategic Planning Dept., at EDDC as “updates for Village Plan” 

Emergency Planning:  A co-ordinator is being sought to undertake this most vital work.  This item to be discussed fully at next meeting.  Co-ordinator/s from each of our five hamlets would be desirable.  


What are our emergency needs?  There is a template available .  Clerk instructed to contact the Emergency Planning Officer at Devon County Council to pursue this.
Clerk requested to order 200 sand bags for use during this coming winter.
DAPC Report
 The meeting was generally to discuss where cuts in spending would fall but no concrete information was to hand.  Decisions are expected to be made in October 2010.


Councillors were reminded that local elections would take place in 2011. 
Correspondence No further correspondence had been received.
The next meeting will be held on WEDNESDAY 10th November 2010 in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm
With no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.
Signed: ………………………… (Chairman)


Date: ……………………………


