Minutes of the Meeting of ALL SAINTS PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 2nd March 2011 in the Village Hall 
The meeting commenced at 7.45 pm.

Fire Regulations The fire escape routes were pointed out to members present.  During the course of this it was noted that 

The doorway into the kitchen area did not have any signage.  The clerk was asked to source and cost a ‘fire escape’ sign. 

PRESENT:
Mrs R Brickill, (Chairman) Mr A. Storey (Vice-Chairman) Mrs D Bale,  Mrs J Verplancke (councillors), Mrs S Barnard (Clerk),  Mrs L Dibble (Footpath Warden) Mrs J Ross, Mr Peach
APOLOGIES
Councillor K Jenner,  Councillor A Moulding,  Councillor P Diviani, PCSO A Jones.
MINUTES:
The Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting held on Wednesday 5th January 2011 had previously been circulated to the councillors.  Mrs Verplancke proposed and Mr Storey seconded the motion that the minutes be approved. They were then duly signed by the Chairman, Mrs Brickill.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  None declared
MATTERS ARISING:  
Emergency Planning: It  would be desirable to co-opt a representative from each of our five hamlets in order to form a steering committee.  Volunteers urgently required.  Further information from Mrs Brickill.


Parish Welcome Pack  The church committee have undertaken to update this and are currently awaiting for any input the Parish Council wish to make.  The Councillors discussed and approved the statement and welcome that will be included within the pack.  The Information Sheet update will take place after the forthcoming elections. 


Summer Fete:  Make a note in your diary: 2nd July 2011 from 2.00 pm.  Mrs Dibble is kindly opening her gardens again for this fund raising event.  All proceeds will go to the Devon Air Ambulance and Childrens’ Hospice South West.  Anyone wishing to have a Stall please apply to Mrs Dibble.  
POLICE MATTERS:    In her absence, PCSO Ms A. Jones asked that the following report be given: ‘There has been a 50% decrease in crimes over the last year, however, four of the seven crimes for the year were committed between 11/02/11 to 25/02/11 (two attempts at the same property).  Please be extra vigilant. 

And just to remind us all the front office of Axminster Police Station will be closing by the end of April 2011.  The station will still be manned but will not be open to the public.  The nearest manned police station will be Honiton.  
Open Forum for Parishioner’s Questions:


Waggs Plot telephone box:  Mrs Bale was pleased to report that the developers of the four new houses in Waggs Plot, ‘Spillers’ were sponsoring the refurbishment of the telephone box by providing materials such as paint, silicone, white spirit and appropriate tools to carry out the works which will be undertake by the residents of Waggs Plot.  Spillers also undertook to tidy the area around the telephone and post box and supply several bags of gravel to complete the exercise.  It is intended to place the already purchased grit box in this vicinity together with a couple of flower troughs.

Mrs Bale brought along an artist impression of the finish project which looked very smart indeed.


Mrs Bale further stated that the box required two new leather door straps and asked if the council would finance this.  It was pointed out that the residents of Waggs Plot undertook to maintain this telephone box themselves but if a formal application for funds were made the Councillors would consider the matter in line with other applications.  
Footpaths
FP70 – new 2 in 1 gate due to be delivered very soon.

FP66 – Two small bridges over ditches to be repaired. 

Two new dog ways have been made and installed – one on FP66 at Watery Lane and the other on FP61, Battleford Farm at the end of Horsemoor.


As expected, funding for P3 work has be drastically reduced with the cuts but fortunately most of the major works have already been carried out.
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Neighbourhood Watch  Unfortunately there has been a break-in in Smallridge – chainsaws and hedge trimmer were stolen from a garage.  There has also been an attempted break-in to a workshop.  An unsuccessful attempt was made to drill out the lock to a steel door.  The police attended and have been very helpful.  Once again, we urge you all to be extra careful.  Lock those doors and windows at all times.


Snow Line:  During the recent bad weather 14 calls were received and our noble 4x4 drivers despatched.


Thank you again for your invaluable help during this difficult time.

Mr Coltham and I, Mrs Dibble, attended the Police Authority Conference in Exeter on 16th February. 
Website
The Councillors are very pleased to welcome our new volunteer webmaster, Mr David Wicken, who will be taking over this task.  The clerk was instructed to write to Mr Wicken to welcome him, thank him for volunteering and ask that he make arrangements for the handover. The Parish website has been maintained by Mr Jenner for the past two years and the Councillors extend their grateful thanks for all the work undertaken.
Lengthsman
The stretch of gulley from All Saints cross to main A358 on both sides of the road  have been cleared and extensive work has taken place at the junction of Goldsmith Lane with new gullies being laid and the drains being improved.    
Items to be reported for next lengthsman’s visit:
Blocked drain/gulley on  Chardstock Road, Alston.

Large hole, next to gateway, on Churchill Road to Catmoor to be investigated as it is not clear whether this is a Highways or farmers problem.  The situation will be ascertained and dealt with appropriately.

Hedges
The hedge cutting programme will be discussed at the next meeting.
Highways 
An additional grit bin has been requested for the hill at Churchill.  Mrs Brickill will discuss this with the Membury parish.   A further grit bin has been requested for Socks Hill.  There is no provision  at all from Springfield Cottage onwards into Churchill.

The grit bin at Waggs plot will be placed in situ when the gravel standing has been completed.  Mrs Bale requested that the Council purchase several bags of  grit to complete this project. 
.
Planning: 
1   Application No 11/0154/LBC – Risso-Gill, Thatch End, Smallridge – Internal alterations inc., new staircase, removal of walls, replacement windows and rear ground floor extension.  Replace thatch roof.

Pending


Application No 11/0296/FUL – Robinson, Glen Lyn, Knights Lane – Single storey extension and garage - Pending
2] No retrospective planning applications received.

3] Ridgeway Inn, Smallridge – The poly-tunnel still remains a matter for the Planning Enforcement Officer as does the problem of ‘light pollution’. 

Finance:
a} The clerk submitted the financial report which had previously been circulated to all Councillors and now appended to these minutes.  The Councillors unanimously approved this report.
 The bank reconciliation and Financial Statement was checked and duly signed by Mr A Storey

b] The following accounts were approved for payment and cheques signed and countersigned accordingly:
Chq No 218 – EDDC – Entertainment License Fee

£  21.00

Chq No 219 – S.Barnard – Clerk’s salary (3 months)

£570.32

Chq No 220 – HMRC – PAYE on above


£142.60

Chq No 221 – P3 payment to R Hunt for cutting back footpath
£120.00

Chq No 222 – East Devon Citizens’ Advice


£   50.00

Chq No 223 – All Saints Church Newsletter – grant

£125.00

Chq No 224 – D.C.Baker – provision of dog ways

£   35.00  

c]  The clerk was instructed to place an item in the Parish magazine inviting parish groups/societies to bid for funding for the forthcoming year.
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Risk Assessment:
The Risk Assessment Policy was reviewed item by item , and assessed as adequate.

The matter of e-mails was discussed and the following has now been added to the policy:

Internal e-mails are to be circulated only to serving Councillors.  Public e-mails are to be cleared by Councillors before posting to the website, notice boards and/or Parish magazine.

 


Councillors unanimously voted to adopt this policy for a further year .  

Website/Broadband Installation:  The Village Hall committee was asked if they would be willing to install a telephone line and provide a broadband facility for the hall.  They were not in favour of this as they felt it could cause many problems: i.e., fraudulent use of line, insurance cost implications etc.


The Council then discussed the provision of forthcoming planning requirements and decided to phase in the necessary purchase of equipment.  Mr Storey was then requested to report back to the next meeting with details and costings for the purchase of a lap top computer which would be for the sole use of Council business.  A projector will need to be purchased at a later date.  With these two pieces of equipment it was considered any future obligations could be met.

Royal Wedding Celebrations:
Saturday 30th April from 7.30pm. Preparations are well in hand.  The band ‘Re-Mastered’ have been booked; the Entertainments Licence applied for, the provision and organisation of the bar, refreshments, ticket sales and raffle are in the good hands of Mr Storey.  An advertising poster is well in hand and a further reminder will be placed in the Parish magazine. Ticket price £5.00/£2.50 for fewer than 16s. 

Sunday 1st May – Exhibition of Wedding photos.  A further request for photos will be placed in the Parish magazine stating that photos will not be defaced in any way.  Contributors will be asked to put name and address on back of photos so that they can be returned safely and asked to state in which era the photo was taken.  The display is not restricted to Parishioners wedding photos only but is open to all.  The more the merrier.  It will be interesting to follow the fashions through the ages.  Entrance will be free. Tea/coffee and cakes will be on sale.   All proceeds from both events will be donated to the Village Hall Funds.

Village Hall Funding:
The village hall is in need of considerable refurbishment and grants are being sought to part fund the costs but funding has to be matched and with this in mind the Parish Council have pledged to award of grant of £500.00 in addition to the proceeds from the Royal Wedding Celebrations.
Correspondence:  A letter has been received from a resident of Waggs Plot outlining their problems with cracked/faulty drainage etc.  The Parish Council has sought help and advice from higher authorities on this matter and has been told that, as it is a privately owned property, the responsibilities for repair/renewal rest with the owner.     The clerk was instructed to respond in writing accordingly.


No further correspondence had been received.
Forthcoming elections:  The Parish Councillors thank all those that attend the ‘prospective councillor’ informal meeting.  An informal chat and refreshment were enjoyed by all.  Anyone wishing for further details on how to become a councillor or requiring nomination papers please contact the clerk,


Mrs Barnard on 01297 35882.  Nomination papers will be available from 22nd March.
Date of next meeting:  Due to a double booking of the Village Hall it has been necessary to alter the date to Tuesday 17th May 2011.  This meeting will be preceded by the Annual General Meeting and which will commence at 7.00 pm.
With no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.50 p.m.
Signed: ………………………… (Chairman)


Date: ……………………………


