Minutes of the Meeting of ALL SAINTS PARISH COUNCIL

held on Wednesday 5th January 2011 in the Village Hall 
The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT:
Mrs R Brickill, (Chairman) Mr A. Storey (Vice-Chairman) Mrs D Bale,  Mrs J Verplancke (councillors), Mrs S Barnard (Clerk),  Mrs L Dibble (Footpath Warden),
APOLOGIES
Councillor K Jenner,  Councillor A Moulding,  Councillor P Diviani, PCSO A Jones, and Mrs T Vosey.
MINUTES:
The Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting held on Wednesday 10th November 2010 had previously been circulated to the councillors.  Mrs Verplancke proposed and Mr Storey seconded the motion that the minutes be approved. They were then duly signed by the Chairman, Mrs Brickill.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  None declared
MATTERS ARISING:  
Armistice Day
The Maroons supplied this year were domestic rockets but proved to be equally effective and successful.  Many thanks to Mr Storey and  Mr Ross for volunteering to launch the maroons thus initialising the two minutes silence.  The Union Jack was raised in accordance with tradition. 
Emergency Planning:  The Clerk contacted  the Emergency Planning Officer at Devon County Council regarding a ‘template’ and all information has been passed onto the Chairman but a co-ordinator is still being sought.  It  really is essential to co-opt a representative from each of our five hamlets in order to form a steering committee.  Volunteers urgently required.  Further information from Mrs Brickill.
POLICE MATTERS:    In her absence, PCSO Ms A. Jones asked that one crime, a stolen trailer from garden in Smallridge be reported.  She also reminded us that the front office of Axminster Police Station will be closing by the end of April 2011.  The station will still be manned but will not be open to the public.  The nearest police station will be Honiton.  Councillors were concerned as although there is an outside telephone at Axminster station this is very often not working.  Mrs Brickill is to check the status of the telephone and report back to the police officers concerned. 
Open Forum for Parishioner’s Questions –  Mrs Dibble informed the meeting that house keys with car security fob  had been found.  Police have been notified and this news item is to be placed onto website.  Mrs Dibble will hold the keys until further notice.


Mrs Dibble is to hold a charity event in the summer (date to be confirmed) with all proceeds going to Air Ambulance and Childrens’ Hospice South West.  Further details to follow.

Parish Welcome Pack   
Following on from the discussion and decisions made at last month’s Council meeting,  Mrs Voysey contacted the clerk firstly to give her apologies for not be able to attend in person and secondly to report that the Church were updating  the newcomer’s ‘Welcome Pack’ and asked if the Council would like to include any information and/or items.  The Councillors thanked  Mrs Voysey and the Church for undertaking this task and would be very happy to contribute.  Any items which will include an Information Sheet and Village Plan and Statement will be passed onto Mrs Voysey in due course. 


Footpaths
Mrs Dibble stated that the 2 in 1 12ft gate is still to be erected on FP70.  B.P. -  Holly Farm to Beacon – has now been cut.  Nothing further to report.
Many thanks go to volunteer John Presgrave who achieved an enormous amount to encourage horse riding/cycling and walking in the Blackdown Hills. John devised a series of  routes which the AONB now publishes, and worked  tirelessly to improve opportunities for all to enjoy our countryside. John recently moved to Yorkshire, where we wish him all the best with future projects.
Neighbourhood Watch  Safe driving Workshop – 30th November 2010.  Was a great success with many people opting to go on the suggested courses.  The Council thanked all those involved in organising this event.

The 4 x 4 ‘snow help line’ team received up to 15 calls during the severe weather.   Many thanks go to all the volunteers.

There has been a report of sheep worrying at Horsemoore.
Website
See under item ‘consider forthcoming precept’.  
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2.
Lengthsman
Next scheduled visit is 26th – 31st January.

The clerk received the following replies after submitted list of works needing attention:

The stretch of gulley from All Saints cross to main A358 on both sides of the road  need to be cleared.  
Reply:  The lenghtsman, on his last visit, did clean the channel especially to the west side following the hedge cutting that was requested of the hedge owner.  With recent storms it may appear that they haven’t been done, but I can assure you that they were! 
The ditch below Lower Colston Farm is blocked and causing water to run across road and down the hill which will become dangerous to traffic should we have any freezing weather as it will become very icy.  This is particularly worrying as the lane is used by the school bus and numerous heavy vehicles. 

Reply: This ditch has already been cleared earlier in  the year, but sections need clearing again which I will arrange.  It would appear that the water problem is draining out from the west side where no ditch exists.  I will also arrange sweeping along the channel which I hope will ease the situation.

Smallridge Lane – Concrete gully needs to be cleared.  The necessary work to the field ditch has now been carried out.

Reply: These are planned to be cleaned/ploughed and I will chase South West Highways for action.
Numerous deep holes are appearing due to water damage  caused by excess water flooding across road from the offending gulley.  This is to be reported back to Highways department.
A358 from Waggs Plot junction to Goldsmith Lane junction.  Foot path and kerb need clearing.  Grass verge requires cutting back away from foot path as it has become very narrow due to overgrowth.  Pathway immediately opposite Goldsmith Lane has almost completely disappeared under debris.

Reply:  I will programme the lenghtsman to clean on his next visit (at least a day’s work I believe from the allocated 4 days).

Churchill – An ash tree growing out of drain needs to be disposed of.  


Reply:  I couldn’t find this tree growing out of a drain  (I assume you mean a road gulley grating)?
Further requests are to be submitted as follows: 
Grit bins need to be refilled.  The clerk again requests any parishioner living in the vicinity of a grit bin to periodically check the state of the bin and report back to her if it requires to be filled.

Devon County Highways department  is to be asked to ensure that gritting take place as follows:-

From A358 (traffic lights) all the way to Star Cross (Membury) as it is a main route for Axminster.
From Smallridge Lane T junction through to All Saints Cross and then down to A358 – essential for keeping school open.

Council is to look into the matter of servicing these roads ‘in house’ should the need arise and will investigate the storing of grit/salt, the purchase of materials in bulk and the cost of  applying salt/grit to roads as and when necessary and will report back at next meeting. 

Catmoore Cross to South Common Road  - continuous running water has been reported and this will be investigated.

Hedges
The hedge at ‘Thatch End’ will be cut back by the end of February.
Highways 
The additional bin for Waggs plot to be situated in the vicinity of the telephone box has now been purchased and is with Councillor Mrs D Bale pending installation.  

.
Planning: 
1Application No 10/2108/FUL – Anscomb, Elmwood, Goldsmith Lane – Construction of detached staff annex - REFUSED
2]  No retrospective planning applications received.

3]  Ridgeway Inn, Smallridge – The poly-tunnel still remains a matter for the Planning Enforcement Officer as does the problem of ‘light pollution’. 

Finance:
a}  The clerk submitted the financial report which had previously been circulated to all Councillors and now appended to these minutes.  The Councillors unanimously approved this report.
 The bank reconciliation and Financial Statement was checked and duly signed by Mrs D Bale.
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b}  All items considered for payment are itemised in the appended report and unanimously approved for payment by Councillors.
c}  It was unanimously agreed that a grant of £50 be paid to Citizens Advice.  The clerk is to ascertain whether or not there is still an active Citizens Advice centre in Axminster.

A further grant was awarded to the Parish Newsletter in the sum of £125.00.

d} The matter of  the precept was discussed at great length taking into account of the possibility of having to fund the gritting of  roads, need of equipment to meet the changing media for council/public meetings. i.e., need for Wi-Fi facilities, projector etc. Cost implications for supply Parish with its own computer and printer etc.  The clerk was instructed to raise salary in accordance with Government increments – Scale17.

Finance
The clerk was instructed to draft a letter seeking funding for all/some of the above from EDDC.


The clerk was further instructed to draft a letter seeking approval from the Village Hall for the installation of a telephone line to facilitate Broadband .

After lengthy discussion with regard to the precept it was proposed by Mr A Storey and seconded by 
Mrs J Verplancke that the precept be set at £7,200.  This is itemized below. 
PRECEPT 2011/2012
Section 137 Payments

Grants
£1200.00
Verge/Hedge Cutting etc
£ 1000.00

Administration

Clerk’s salary
£3000.00

Training
£   500.00

Insurance
£   250.00

Subscriptions
£   150.00

Audit Fees
£   200.00

Web Hosting
£     40.00

Stationery/Adverts
£   100.00

Hall Rent
£   120.00

Broadband/telephone rental
£   300.00

Contingencies
£   340.00
             TOTAL
£7,200.00


e] To due lack of time the Risk Assessment Policy review is carried over to next meeting.

Standing Orders
The Model Standing Orders had previously been circulated to all Councillors for the perusal and appraisal.  These were discussed, reviewed and adopted as they stand.  Proposed by Mrs J Verplancke and seconded by Mrs D Bale. 
Village Plan and Amendments:  No objections were raised to the proposed amendments to the Village Plan following their publication in the Parish Newsletter.  The Council has therefore adopted these amendments which will now form part of the Village Plan and the clerk was instructed to submit the amendments to Devon County Council.  This was proposed by Mrs Brickill and seconded by Mr Storey.


The amendments are to be circulated to all parishioners by way of an addendum which will go out with the Parish newsletter.  Mrs Brickill is to look into having the booklets re-printed to include the current amendments.  Any cost implication is to be funded by the SWAN grant.

ALL SAINTS PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES, Wednesday 5th January 2011

Page 4

Village Design and Statement –Amendments now formally adopted and included as follows:

Housing:
A need for family housing and down-sizing has been recognised.  More private building supplying a mixture of appropriate dwellings is desirable together with the conversion of redundant buildings but at least 50% of these must be for rent.  

Light Industry:
This is to be encouraged to promote ‘local’ employment for the group 16-60 years of age.  There are redundant buildings within the parish all with great potential.  Stables desirable but not within private/residential areas.  Home working and website based business were thought to be desirable but could compound traffic problems within their vicinities.  The need for a much improved internet service is urgent.
Community:
Some form of ‘Community Help Service is needed, perhaps complimenting Axminster Care Service. A wider use of Village Hall for social purposes engendering social/neighbourhood relationships.  Encourage help to provide support for the Village Hall as this is becoming more essential for village activities.


Playground and Sports Facilities:
      Identified in 2003/2005 statement and still an important issue.


Transport:
A great need to pursue some kind of transport system.  Perhaps school buses could be used to transport villagers to doctor’s appointments etc.


Website 
Nothing to report.  Mrs Brickill and Mrs Barnard have agreed to undertake training in order to assist with the running of the site.  Mr Storey proposed, seconded by Mrs Verplancke that the Council pay any fees incurred.

Village Hall Funding: The pantomime society has booked the Village Hall on 12th February for a ‘Gala’ performance of this year’s pantomime.  The Council members have been asked to organise the evening – setting up the tables, providing decorations and food etc.  Any volunteers will be most welcome.  All proceedings from all performances will be donated to the Village Hall.

The Council will be putting on another evening in order to raise funds and Mr Storey is to approach ‘Re-Mastered’ to see if they are available on April 29/30th.    

Open Summer Show – not discussed at this meeting.

DALC Report 
No further meetings have taken place since last Council meeting.
Forthcoming elections:  It was discussed and agreed that the next meeting on 2nd March should start at 7.00 pm and that the Annual; Parish Meeting would be held at this time.  It was further agreed that the meeting would start with an open session for any prospective councillors to come along meet with present Councillors and ask any questions they may have.  It is hoped to give a very brief address detailing the work of a Parish Councillor.  The clerk was instructed to inform all parties of the above arrangements. 
Correspondence:  There was no correspondence which had not previously been circulated to all Councillors.

Date of Next Meeting:  Wednesday 2nd March 2011 commencing at 7.00 pm

With no further business to discuss the meeting closed at  9.55 p.m.
Signed: ………………………… (Chairman)


Date: ……………………………


