
Minutes of the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF ALL SAINTS PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 19th March 2018 at All Saints Village Hall, ALL SAINTS 

Yet to be approved 
Meeting convened at 6.30pm, and the Chairman, Cllr. Alistair Forbes, welcomed all in 
attendance and pointed out fire exits and outlined fire evacuation procedure. 
 
Present: 
 
Cllr. Alistair Forbes (Chairman), Cllr. Jacqui Hubbard, Cllr. Anthony Nixon. 
Clerk to Council, Paul Hayward. 
 
5 members of the public. 
 

1) Apologies 
 
Cllr. Robert Speed, Cllr. Ian Hall (DCC), Cllr. Paul Diviani. 
Former Councillor, Doreen Bale. Police Representative, Dave Wicken (webmaster) 
Kevin Feeney (Tree Warden). 
 
2) To receive minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 7th March 2017. 
 
These had been previously circulated to members. Proposed by Cllr. Nixon, and 
seconded by Cllr. Hubbard. Approved unanimously and signed as a true record by 
Chairman.  
 
Chairman thanked Clerk for his efforts and service to Council during the previous year 
 
3) Matters arising from these minutes. 
 
None. 
 
4) Report from the Chairman of Council, Cllr. Alistair Forbes 
 

May I welcome everyone here tonight and thank you for coming along to the Annual Parish 
Meeting. This is not a Council meeting but rather a convened gathering for any resident who 
wishes to learn what all the numerous groups in the parish, and your representatives, have 
been up to over the last months. 
 
The Council has been extremely active in the last 12 months and plans are afoot to provide 
recreational facilities for the parish at the former cricket field, to provide digital and cinema 
facilities at the village hall for all residents and to provide a night-time landing spot for the 
Devon Air Ambulance; Council also provided a community defibrillator at the village hall 
which is available 24 hours a day in case of need. A training course was arranged but if 
residents feel that another one, or a refresher, is required, please let the Council know. 
 
Council continues to operate at the highest level of openness, transparency and financial 
diligence (as our Foundation Quality Award attests). From the next financial year onwards, 
Council will be exempt from external auditing as per new legislation but this does not mean 
that Council intends to rest on its laurels and provide less information; quite the opposite. 
Council has put in place stringent internal financial controls to safeguard tax-payers money 
and all decisions of Council are made in public at a properly convened, and advertised, 
meeting where any resident can come along and question, harangue or perhaps even 
congratulate their elected representatives. 



 
On that note, I feel it is only right to formally recognise the outstanding contribution made to 
this parish by former Councillor Doreen Bale who recently retired as a parish Councillor after 
nearly 30 years dedicated service to her fellow parishioners. Doreen was elected to the 
Council when it was first created in 1990 and I believe that we all owe her a huge debt of 
gratitude for guiding the Council through nearly 3 decades of change; we hope that the 
Council can continue to call upon her good humour, knowledge and historical insight in the 
future and arrangements have been made to formally recognise her sterling achievement. 
 
I would like to thank all of our honorary volunteers who keep our footpaths, websites, trees 
and ditches clear and tidy and also to both the Neighbourhood Watch team and the editor of 
the Parish Newsletter for keeping us safe, well-read and up-to-date with parish goings-on. 
 
Once again, we have been advised that Devon County Council’s budgets have been cut which 
means that the services they provide will be squeezed still further. Council has taken steps to 
be more “self-reliant” be that by way of road repairs, grounds maintenance, flood resilience 
etc.  
 
Our parish will remain part of the EDDC Yarty ward next year but we will lose our 
acquaintance with Yarcombe parish but instead gain new friends in Hawkchurch; the new 
ward comprising of them, us, Chardstock and Membury. We hope to work closely with their 
Councillors to establish a united front to fight for better services, better protection against 
rapacious development and better and stronger representation at the newly built Council HQ 
in Honiton.  
 
Thanks must go as well to our Parish Clerk, Paul Hayward, who has kept the Councils 
financials in good order, our administrative records precise & conformant and our coffers 
full; in this last financial year alone, he has managed to bring in over £20,000 of grant 
funding and donations to provide facilities both for the parish and the wider community. 
Paul only works part-time (clerking for 3 other councils too) but I should like to thank him for 
his diligence, professionalism and his ability to find money where none seemed forthcoming 
from elsewhere. I wish him every success with his professional exams this year which will not 
only provide him with a formal clerking qualification for the future but also bestow upon All 
Saints PC the ability to take advantage of government legislation to do even more for the 
parish without the constraints of the frankly archaic and antiquated rules and regulations we 
currently have to abide by. 
 
Finally, my most sincere thanks go to my fellow Councillors who have, as always, continued 
to give up hours of their time – freely given – in the service of the entire parish; often 
criticised, and derided, they serve as Parish Councillors for the greater good of their 
community and I think it is only right that we applaud their efforts and generosity of body 
and spirit.  
 

5) Report from Devon County Councillor, Ian Hall. 
 

Since I was elected in May 2017 many challenges were in front of us and many more are to 

be overcome in the next three years and beyond. 

Even though it has been a steep learning curve and has been very challenging during a time 

when we have less money from central government and we are all are having to pay more, 

not forgetting more is being asked of the Communities themselves – which is very 

appreciated by all who have the fortune of living in our beautiful rural area. 

I passionately believe with our communities continued resilience and I will support as much 

as I can. 

 



Budget 2018: 

With less money from ‘Central Government’ it was always going to be difficult to balance 

the books in times of austerity – the link provides an independent view:  

Overview: 

https://www.devonlive.com/news/devon-news/council-tax-devon-up-five-1220125 

 

Health: 

During the last year saw the closure of the Seaton beds, which in my opinion has been an 

awful blow for the whole of the Axe Valley and there hopefully will not be too many more 

bumps in the road with the continuation of the ‘care at home initiative’. 

I am with others working to establishing a ‘Health Hub’ working alongside stakeholders from 

Seaton & Axminster – I will endeavour along with others to deliver what we need in our 

hospital grounds at either end of the valley. 

 

Education: 

The Axe Valley Academy Sixth Form is under threat of suspension of applicants due to short 

numbers and issues around funding from central government (we continue to lobby central 

government to ensure we have ‘fairer funding’ as is with areas such as Coventry etc.) 

Even though some I represent have contacted me directly and stating suspension is better than 

closure is a reasonable outcome – I will continue to challenge this decision by the ‘Vector 

Trust’ as I still believe there is a case that a smaller sixth form could be established at the 

‘Axe Valley Campus’. 

I have a meeting with the ‘Vector Trust’ and Neil Parish in early March to discuss further! 

 

Highways: 

This is a daily challenge for all and thank you all that have reporting online; this is so 

valuable and appreciated: https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/ 

There is an extra 6.5m in the pot for potholes, drainage and ditches (this is for the whole of 

the DCC area)  

 

Rail: 

I am working with County regarding the delivery of a ‘West of Whimple rail loop’ if this is 

delivered this would open up opportunities for an half hourly service between Salisbury and 

Exeter which would benefit Axminster greatly and would help increase connectivity and 

productivity to our area.  

 

Broadband: 

I am very optimistic that the second role out phase will be more successful than the first with 

Giga-clear and air band taking the driver’s seat to deliver to 95% + properties. 

 

DCC Committees I am a member of: 

Corporate Infrastructure 

DMC 

Audit 

Foster Panel 

D&E Rail Group 

IFCA – fisheries 

HATOC 

Locality 

 

Finally, I would like to thank all for the continued support I receive on a daily basis and for 

all the community minded people who give up their valuable time for the benefit of all. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.devonlive.com/news/devon-news/council-tax-devon-up-five-1220125
https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/


 
6) Report from East Devon District Councillor, Paul Diviani. 
 
No report submitted to Council 
 
7) Report from Police Representatives 
 
No report submitted to Council 
 
8) Report from All Saints Village Hall representative, Doreen Bale. 
 
No report submitted to Council 
 
9) Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator 
 
Libby outlined the ever-growing number of telephone and online scams in and  
around the parish and asked anyone affected to contact either her or Michael  
Shaw so that an accurate record can be kept of the problem. Concern was raised  
that no police representative was available to attend, or to liaise with NHW parish  
team. 
It was suggested that relevant information be placed on the website to alert  
residents to the risks and preventative measures and tips available. 
 
10) Report on P3 (Parish Paths Partnership) from Mrs Libby Dibble. 
 
Libby outlined the current activity in the parish with respect of the P3 programme. 
Chairman thanked Libby on behalf of the Council and the community for her tireless 
works in ensuring that the public rights of way were safe, clear and available 24/7 for  
all parishioners to enjoy. 
 
11)  Report from Kevin Feeney, Tree warden 
 
Whilst unable to attend, Kevin has been working with EDDC to utilise their recommended 
Curio Tree app. and is also co-operating to make better use of the nascent TPO reporting 
system. Nothing else to report. Kevin welcomes community contact and questions.  

 

 
12) Report from Webmaster, Dave Wicken. 
 
Dave has advised Council that the software used to support the parish website is being 
made obsolete by the software developer and so he and Ken Jenner are looking at ways 
to switch to a new piece of software in the coming months; there may be some 
temporary “off-line” breaks whilst the transition takes place. All data is backed up 
however so nothing will be lost during the process. The website holds an incredible 
amount of data and so it might take a few months until all is finally complete.  
Chairman thanked Dave for his efforts and expertise in maintaining the website as  
per the statutory obligations required for the Council under the Transparency Code. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13) Open Forum for Parishioners. 
 
No questions / representations voiced. 
 
14) Matters considered as urgent by presiding Chairman. 
 
None. 
 
15) Date of next Parish meeting: 
 
5th March 2019 Tuesday. 7pm. 
 

16) With no further business to attend to, the parish meeting closed at 6.45pm. 
 
 

 
Signed: _________________________ 
 
Date: _______________________ 


