
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting held at All Saints House on Friday 27 March 2015 

 

Present:  Alistair Forbes (Chairman), Rosemary Bamberger (Secretary), Zoe Betterton, Rita 

Brickill, Marianne Carnell, Jacqui Hubbard, Richard Larcombe, Lisa Turner (Planning Officer, 

Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty). 

Apologies:  Shelagh Barnard, Janet Verplancke. 

1. The Chairman welcomed Lisa Turner, the representative of the Blackdown Hills 

(BH)Management Planning Organisation, who is employed by Devon County Council.  She 

outlined the BH Plan.  Following this, she confirmed that it is perfectly in order for our 

Neighbourhood Plan (NP) to incorporate a number of aspects shown in the BH Management 

Policy, and then to turn to our existing Parish Plan as a basis, and begin incorporating other 

aspects as relevant.  We can adopt the BHMP for our NP, to include the whole Parish, which 

would then be protected as if in the AONB, not just the 40% already in it. 

  The Committee was most impressed with her style and clarity, and asked her, subject to the 

agreement of the Steering Group (SG), to continue to work for us.  She agreed, and 

volunteered that she could attend both SG and Committee meetings without further charge, 

and would advise us of her fee structure for any work carried out outside meetings, such as 

creating draft documents.  Again, approval and appointment would be at the discretion of the 

SG meeting on 21 April. 

  Mrs Turner left us copies of the BH Management Plan and the Design Guide, both of which 

are also available on the BH web-site.  The Chairman thanked her for all her help, and she 

then left the meeting. 

2.  The Committee and Steering Group going forward.  Now that the Committee are much 

more aware of where they are going, it decided the following: 

(a)  Mrs Hubbard would produce a formal proposal regarding Mrs Turner's involvement at the 

SG meeting on 21 April.   

(b)  Mrs Betterton (Local Context) reported that she still awaits responses regarding the 

possible use by the Church of the Churchyard , and of the field behind the Church.  She will 

contact the Diocese, and when the information is completed, she will email it to everyone.  

She pointed out that the Parish Plan does not go into Local Evidence - e.g. policing, roads etc., 

so we need Mr Weston's information selectively.  We should concentrate on one topic at a 



time, starting with Planning and Development.  Mrs Betterton will record progress of each 

section. 

  Mrs Brickill said that she has several copies of the Parish Plan, and will let the secretary have 

them, to be produced at the SG meeting next month. 

  A Communications Sub-committee of the Chairman, Mrs Barnard and Mrs Verplancke, the 

Community Engagement Officer and Assistant, will be set up , to work up hamlet 

representatives and further volunteers in each hamlet. 

(c)  This sub-committee will, after each SG meeting, decide methods of communication, 

including a very simplistic explanation of the progress of the NP. 

3.  Any Other Business.  Mr Larcombe will email all of us an extract from Mr Weston's 

document with relevant highlights. He also said that the NP insert for the April Parish 

Newsletter is already on the ASPC web-site. 

  Mrs. Betterton suggested that we should put out the bare bones of the NP in eye-catching 

form, for example at the Breakfast Fare, so that when it comes to the Questionnaire, 

parishioners will know what it is about. 

  Mr Larcombe showed us a document saying that a report of how the £4,850 grant has been 

spent has to be sent to CDF* by the end of April.  It was suggested that Mrs Barnard should do 

this.  

*Alistair - I have no idea what this stands for, but no doubt Shelagh will know! 

  Display Board(s) - It was agreed that Mrs Barnard would buy this/these as she thinks best as 

proposed in her email of 24 March, to be paid for out of the balance of the grant, as shown in 

her Finance Update emailed today and produced at the meeting. 

      The meeting closed at 12 noon. 

            Next Meeting:  Steering Group Open Meeting at the Village Hall, Tuesday 21 

April 2015 at 10 a.m.  

 

 

 

       

Signed.........................................................................Date................................................... 


