
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP 
 

Minutes of Meeting held in All Saints Church 
on Wednesday 9 September 2015 

 
Present:  Mrs Verplancke (Chairman); Mrs Bamberger (Secretary); Mr Forbes; Mrs Hubbard; Mr 
Larcombe 
Apologies:  Mrs Barnard; Mrs Betterton 
 
The Chairman welcomed Lisa Turner, of the Blackdown Hills AONB organisation, and also three 
members of the public. 
 
The Chairman asked Mrs Turner the first of four questions:  what exactly is her position,  and what 
are her responsibilities?   
 
She replied that she is Planning Officer of the Blackdown Hills AONB Partnership.  The Partnership is of 
the AONB Management organisation, EDDC and DCC.  She is the contact when the Councils need to 
consult, and is responsible for AONB Management.  Any work she does for us as part of her job - for 
example, attending meetings such as today's to advise on planning matters - are not charged for; 
however, if we require consultation work - drafting documents and so on - we would be charged by the 
AONB organisation.   
 
Mrs Turner said that she works independently day-to-day, but is overseen by her DCC Line Manager.   
 
Q2:  At the moment, All Saints Parish is classed as unsustainable - how will this affect us if someone 
buys land and applies for planning  permission?  How are we protected at the moment?  
 
Mrs Turner said that AONB rules are not cut and dried, but do give a certain amount of protection. 
 
Q3:  If our inset line is removed, how will this affect us?  Will we become open countryside?  If so, 
how can we protect our countryside? 
 
The answer is yes, we would become open countryside.  This would allow only specific types of 
development, not general housing.   
 
Mr Forbes asked about differentiating between, say, someone wanting to build one new house on a 
piece of land behind their house, and a proposal to build many houses, for example on the field which is 
for sale behind the Ridgeway.  There is perhaps space for some infill out in the hamlets, but the centre 
of the village is already full.  Mrs Turner said that all applications should have an AONB input.  From 
the floor, Mrs Ross said that if we know exactly what AONB policy is, the Parish Council can put forward 
proposals in the correct terms and thus save a lot of time and trouble.  Protection should not be 
preservation, but having the right sort of development; local knowledge and input are vital.  Mr Forbes 
suggested that perhaps we should have a special meeting with Mrs Turner to formulate our referendum 
paper. 
 
Q4:  Should we proceed with our Neighbourhood Plan before the line is ratified, or do we have  
to wait? 
 



Mrs Turner answered that it is not absolutely certain that the building line will be removed, but that we 
can assume that it will.   
 
From the floor, Mr Coltham observed that the previous 2005 Plan was accepted by EDDC but was then 
flouted on numerous occasions.  However, Mrs Turner said that the new Plan will have legal status as 
part of the EDDC District Plan.  Mr Forbes said that villages cannot stand still and that some building 
will have to be accepted.   
 
Mrs Verplancke asked if we actually need a Neighbourhood Plan, or is it a waste of time?  Mrs Turner 
replied that we need it as it would be part of EDDC Local Planning.  She added that there is scope in 
some areas for light industry or housing, and that there is an EDDC Exceptions Policy.  This would 
provide for, for example, affordable housing, but a need would have to be proved.   
 
Mr Forbes said that there is a real danger of Axminster sprawl reaching out towards All Saints.  The 
Secretary will find out what EDDC and Axminster plans are at the moment and report back.  Mrs 
Turner informed us that EDDC has a Neighbourhood Plan Officer, Tim Spurway, and also Policy Planning 
Officer, Claire Rodway.  They would be willing to attend meetings, and the Secretary will make contact 
with them. 
 
The Chairman thanked Mrs Turner very much for the help she has given us, and she left at 3.40 p.m.  
 
The Minutes of the last meeting were approved and signed.  In future, Minutes will be put on the 
ASPC website a week after they are circulated to members of the Committee, to allow for any 
amendments. 
 
The Meeting closed at 4.10 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting:  Tuesday 20 October 2015, at 10.30 a.m. in All Saints Church. 
 


