
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING STEERING COMMITTEE (NSPG) 

The first meeting of the steering committee was held on Thursday 12 February 2015 at 10.00 
a.m. at the Acting Chairman's residence, All Saints House. 

Present:  Paul Weston (independent Community Consultant), Shelagh Barnard (responsible 
officer), Alastair Forbes (Acting Chairman), Jacqui Hubbard, Janet Verplancke, Michael 
Bamberger, Richard Larcombe, Robert Speed, Rosemary Bamberger, Zoe Beston. 

Apologies:  Rita Brickill 

The following officers were appointed: 

Mr Forbes - Chairman          
Mrs Bamberger – Secretary 
 
Mrs Barnard is ex officio Treasurer 
 
Mr Weston, freelance Neighbourhood Planning Consultant, outlined the procedures we have to 
follow, which must be set up by 31 March in order for us to make use of the grant of £4,850 
awarded from public funds.  40% of the parish is in the Blackdown Hills, and we must liaise 
with the BH organisation.  We could extend BH management policies to the whole parish, but 
if so, we would need to carry the parish with us.  Mr Weston outlined the "building blocks" of 
the procedure, and emphasised the need for speed.  Time will be needed for consultation, and 
he suggested a review in three months' time, as obtaining ideas and opinions from the various 
voluntary and council organisations can take several weeks, depending on how often they 
meet. Mr Forbes agreed to be the Monitoring Officer, to keep Mr Weston informed of progress.   
 
Mr Weston circulated details of the Project Plan Proposal, with an explanation of the time-scale 
and procedures to be followed.  He explained that the Parish Council has the final say on the 
planning decisions, but our observations are of course important.  
 
Stage 1   Website and providing information locally 
 
  Mrs Barnard will ask David Wickens, who is in charge of the ASPC website, to put information 
about the NPSG on the site, preferably with a link to its own page.  There could perhaps be a 
forum, or blog, so that people could add their comments for discussion.  Mr Larcombe is 
happy to design the page, and has already produced a logo based on the shape of the parish 
and the different built-up areas.  The secretary will communicate any updated information to 
Mr Larcombe.  Mr Weston's suggestion that social media, such as Facebook and Twitter, could 
also be used to spread news and arouse local interest met with muted enthusiasm!  The 
committee felt it was not able to use these means with any confidence at the moment. 
 
Establish a data-base of all organisations we have to consult - Mr Weston has a list, of which 
there are over 40!  Any substantive replies will be emailed. 



 
There is a £2000 grant from EDDC available, with no time limit, for any new NPS group.  The 
Treasurer will apply for this. 
 
Stage 2.  Mr Weston recommends we prepare reports on two levels: 
 
Strategic Context  Planning is constrained by higher levels, e.g. National and EDDC.  The Local 
Plan (approx. 2005) housing figures are now out of date and should be updated.  We cannot 
plan to have fewer houses than those demanded (currently five), but can add more.  We can 
now ignore SHLAA demands - information which was met with general approval!  We will 
receive the Strategic Framework Policy from Mr Weston by end of February/early March. 
 
Local Context Mr Weston will produce a first draft, which will be circulated for local comment.  
A list of local voluntary and community organisations to be kept informed is to be sent to him.  
Jacqui Hubbard volunteered to be Communication Officer.  Zoe Beston and Robert Speed 
volunteered to be Local Evidence Researchers. 
Community Engagement for sections C2, 3 and 4 - Janet Verplancke, Shelagh Barnard, and Zoe 
Beston.  C2 involves a Questionnaire, and C3 means disseminating NPSG information other 
than online - e.g. the village Notice Boards. 
 
We should check out other Neighbourhood Plans on local websites - for example those of 
Dunkeswell and Chardstock - to learn what we can from them. 
 
There will be a flyer about the new NPSG in the March parish magazine, saying that we expect 
to be designated later in the month.  
 
It was agreed that a convenient day and time for future meetings is a Friday morning, and that 
they should as a rule be once a fortnight.  There will be a meeting on 13 March, when Mr 
Weston will attend. 
 
 The meeting closed at 11.45 a.m. 
 
 The next meeting will be on Friday 27 February 2015 at 10 a.m., at All Saints House.   
 
 


