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Chairman’s report to Annual Parish Meeting – March19th  
 

M ay I welcome everyone here tonight and thank you for coming along to the Annual 
Parish Meeting. This is not a Council meeting but rather a convened gathering for 

any resident who wishes to learn what all the numerous groups in the parish, and your 
representatives, have been doing over the last months. 
 

The Council has been extremely active in the last 12 months and plans are afoot to  
provide recreational facilities for the parish at the former cricket field, to provide digital 
and cinema facilities at the Village Hall for all residents and to provide a night-time land-
ing spot for the Devon Air Ambulance; Council also provided a community defibrillator 
at the Village Hall which is available 24 hours a day in case of need. A training course 
was arranged but if residents feel that another one, or a refresher, is required, please let 
the Council know. 
 

Council continues to operate at the highest level of openness, transparency and  
financial diligence (as our Foundation Quality Award attests). From the next financial 
year onwards, Council will be exempt from external auditing as per new legislation but 
this does not mean that Council intends to rest on its laurels and provide less infor-
mation; quite the opposite. Council has put in place stringent internal financial controls 
to safeguard tax-payers money and all decisions of Council are made in public at a 
properly convened, and advertised, meeting where any resident can come along and 
question, harangue or perhaps even congratulate their elected representatives. 
 

On that note, I feel it is only right to formally recognise the outstanding contribution 
made to this parish by former Councillor Doreen Bale who recently retired as a parish 
Councillor after nearly 30 years dedicated service to her fellow parishioners. Doreen was 
elected to the Council when it was first created in 1990 and I believe that we all owe her 
a huge debt of gratitude for guiding the Council through nearly 3 decades of change; we 
hope that the Council can continue to call upon her good humour, knowledge and his-
torical insight in the future and arrangements have been made to formally recognise her 
sterling achievement. 
 

I would like to thank all of our honorary volunteers who keep our footpaths, websites, 
trees and ditches clear and tidy and also to both the Neighbourhood Watch team and 
the editor of the Parish Newsletter for keeping us safe, well-read and up-to-date with 
parish goings-on. 
 

Once again, we have been advised that Devon County Council’s budgets have been cut 
which means that the services they provide will be squeezed still further. Council has 
taken steps to be more “self-reliant” be that by way of road repairs, grounds mainte-
nance, flood resilience, etc.  

Cont’d overleaf 

   

Our parish will remain part of the EDDC Yarty ward next year but we will lose our ac-
quaintance with Yarcombe parish but instead gain new friends in Hawkchurch; the new 
ward comprising of them, us, Chardstock and Membury. We hope to work closely with 
their Councillors to establish a united front to fight for better services, better protection 
against rapacious development and better and stronger representation at the newly 
built Council HQ in Honiton.  
Thanks must go as well to our Parish Clerk, Paul Hayward, who has kept the Council’s 
financials in good order, our administrative records precise and conformant and our 
coffers full; in this last financial year alone, he has managed to bring in over £20,000 of 
grant funding and donations to provide facilities both for the parish and the wider com-
munity. Paul only works part-time (clerking for 3 other councils too) but I should like to 
thank him for his diligence, professionalism and his ability to find money where none 
seemed forthcoming from elsewhere. I wish him every success with his professional 
exams this year which will not only provide him with a formal clerking qualification for 
the future but also bestow upon All Saints PC the ability to take advantage of govern-
ment legislation to do even more for the parish without the constraints of the frankly 
archaic and antiquated rules and regulations we currently have to abide by. 
 

Finally, my most sincere thanks go to my fellow Councillors who have, as always, contin-
ued to give up hours of their time – freely given – in the service of the entire parish; 
often criticised, and derided, they serve as Parish Councillors for the greater good of 
their community and I think it is only right that we applaud their efforts and generosity 
of body and spirit.  

 
 
Love is patient. 
Love is kind. 
It does not envy, it does not boast. 
It is not proud. 
Love is not rude nor selfish. 
It cannot be easily angered. 
Love always protects, 
   trusts, 
   hopes, 
   perseveres. 
Love never fails. 

Drop in for Coffee  
and a Chat 

 
 
 
All are welcome to ‘drop-in for coffee’ at the 
back of the Church between 10.30 - 12. noon, 
on  the second Tuesday of the month May 8th  

Grandma’s Secrets 
   So that Grandma didn’t cry when peeling button onions, 
she used to place them in a pan, cover with cold water and bring to the boil. 
Then she would remove them from the heat, drain and leave them to cool in cold water. 
She would then cut away the root and the skin would come away easily. 

 


